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. An Account of the Analogy betawixt Englifh
Weights and Meafures of Capacity, by the
Rewv? My. William Barlow of Plymouth.

T H E Analogy betwixt antient Englifh Weights

and Mecafures feems for many Ages to have
been intirely forgotten and unknown,

Our Forcfathers fuppofed a cubic Foot of Water
(aflumed as a general Standard for Liquids) to weigh
62 Pound £; the ExaGne(s of which Suppofition is
confirmed by modern Obfervation : For in Philp-
Jophical Tranfaitions, N° 169. we find the Weight
of a Foot of Pump-water to be 62 Pound 8 Ounces.
From a cubic Foot of Water multiplied by 32, is
raifed a Ton Weight, or 2000 Pound, luckily falling
into large round Numbers, and for that Reafon made
Choice of.

Agrecably hereto were liquid Mealures accom-
modated, v7z. 8 cubic Foot of Water made a
Hogthead, and 4 Hogfheads a Ton in Capacity and
Denomination as well as Weight.

Dry Meafures were raifed on the fame Model. A
Bufhel of Wheat (afflumed as a general Standard for
all forts of Grain) was {uppofed to weigh 62 Pound 7,
equal to a Foot of Water; 8 of thefe Bufhels a
Quarter, and 4 Quarters a Ton Weight.

Coals were fold by the Chaldron, which was fup-
pofed to weigh a Ton or 2000 Pound. See Cham-
bers’s DiGtionary.

Therefore, though the Meafures containing a li-
<quid Ton, 4 Quarters of Wheat, a Chaldron of Coals,
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&e. be all of different Capacities; yet the refpedtive
Contents are cvery one of the fame Weight: A Ton
in Weight is the common Standard of all.

In After-times, through Ignorance of this Analogy,
a Varicty of Weights and Meafures were introduced,
incommenfurate, and not reducible ro any com-
mon Standard, or analogous Relation: Whereas, had
the original Analogy bcen kept up, it would have
prcvcmcd that Diforder and Confufion fo juftly com-
plained of at prefent concerning the Subjett of
Weights and Meafures.

From the foregoing Scheme it is reafonable to fup-
pofe, that Corn, and feveral other Commodities,
both dry and liquid, were firft foid by Weight; and
that Mecafures, for Convenience, were afterwards
introduced, bearing fome Analogy to the Weights
before made ufe of.

From the modern Experiment before-mentioned,
(a2 cubic Foot of Water weighing 62 Pound 8
Ounces) it appears, that the Meafure of a Foor, and
the Weight of a Pound, are the fame now as were in
Ufe many Ages before the Conquett.

The foregoing Scheme afligns a Reafon, why the
word Ton is applied both to Weight and liquid
Meafure; viz. becaufe the fame Quantity of Liquor
is a Ton both in Weight and Meafute. Probably 4
Quarters of Grain had formcrly the fame Appellation,
till the Significancy of it was loft in the Ufe of the
Awoirdupois Ton.

The Word Quarter, as applied to Grain,. is alfo
hercby explained.” Moft Writers have fuppofed it the
4th Part of fome Meafure, but what that Mecafure

was could nevet fansfaﬁonly be made out. The
learned
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learned Fleetwood gueficd nearelt the Truth, fup-
pofing it the 4th Part—not of any Meafare, but—
of fome Load or Weight [Chron. Pretiof. p. 72.1.
I wonder he ftopped here, and did not obfcrve what
that Load of Weight was, v7z. a Tun or 2000
Pound : But the Avoirdupois Ton, in ULL at prefent
for all grofs Weights, threw fuch a Mift upon the
Subjeét as could not cafily be fcen through,

From the original and natural Signification of the
word Hundred, it plainly appcars, that Twenty bun-
dred, or a Ton, muft be exa&ly Two thoufand
Weight.

o

L. An Account of a Tract imituled, Jo. Fri-
derici Weidleri Commentatio de Parheliis
Menfe Januario Anni 1736. prope Petro-
burgum Anglix & Vitemberge Saxonum
vifis.  Accedit de rubore cceli igneo Menfe
Decembri Anni 1737. obfervato Corol-
larium. Vitembergz, 1738. 4°. Drawn
up by Tho. StaCk, M. D. E. R.S.

HIS Tra& is divided into 17 Se&ions. In the

1/? and 24 the Author defcribes his own Obfer-

vation of Two Mock-Suns at Wittemberg, on Jan.
11. 1735-6, N.§. In the 34 he gives a Meteoro-
logical Diary from Faz. 1. to 18. and in the 474
the Revd Mr. Newe's Obfervation on -2 of Two
Parbelia near Peterborough. But thefe Defcriptions
have been already communicated to the RoyaL So-
Nnn 2 CIETY,




